Biliary bile acid composition in Wilson's disease.
Biliary bile acid composition and pattern of bile acid conjugation with glycine or taurine were found to be within normal limits in six patients with documented Wilson's disease. Four patients had previous biopsy evidence of cirrhosis (three with active hepatitis), but most conventional liver function tests gave normal results at the time of the study. Serum levels of conjugates of cholic acid, measured by radioimmunoassay, were not increased. However, plasma disappearance if intravenously injected glycine conjugate of cholic acid was significantly delayed in all subjects, suggesting that this is a more sensitive test of hepatic excretory function and may be of value for assessing hepatic function in patients with this rare genetic disorder. No evidence of a primary disturbance in bile acid metabolism was found in these patients.